
 

 

 

Jon Gildersleeve  

Journey through volunteering so far EARLY YEARS  

My late parents were my inspiration how I wanted to be involved in 

volunteering, my dad had taught in a borstal in his spare time and my mum was firstly a deputy head 

in 1975 at Grafton School Dagenham, followed by 15 years as a head teacher at Bentley COE School 

in Brentwood. Having played at a high standard and given the chance to sign for West Ham United 

FC when I was 21, I settled to play semi professional as a goalkeeper. I then took to setting up and 

running my own mobile disco for 20 years until 1990.  

²ŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ŏƭǳō ōŀǎŜŘ 

in Rainham and then became a committee member involving activities and fund raising for four 

years. During this time I became ill with cancer in 1993, 1994 and 1995. In 1995 I decided to get 

involved in grassroots and senior football which lasted until 2014, which saw best practice manuals 

being written for volunteers and parents and endorsed by The English Football Association, two 

runner up Sports Personality awards, Essex Football Association Volunteer Award, highly successful 

goalkeeping school and fund raiser for £60,000 worth of grants.  

COUNCIL DRIVER  

In 1998 I secure a driving job as a special needs agency driver, for Barking and Dagenham Passenger 

Transport . In 2000 I was again diagnosed with cancer once more but my job was kept open and in 

2001 I was employed and then made supervisor until 2011, when I transferred into the Housing 

Advice Service section.  

BARKING AND DAGENHAM VOLUNTEER CENTRE  

In 2014 I decided to leave the world of football and join Joan Brandon and the Barking and 

Dagenham Volunteer Centre and offer my services. Since joining Barking and Dagenham volunteer 

bureau I have dedicated a significant amount of my time promoting the values of volunteering to all, 

demonstrating the passion in my heart for volunteering. I have also shown that the residents of 

Barking and Dagenham care about their community and are enthusiastic about volunteering. 

Although at times it can be an onerous task, I have taken pride in publicising volunteering to all 

residents, businesses, the local authority, friends and family and, even after stressful days at work, I 

take great pleasure and enjoyment in spending my weekends and evenings promoting volunteering. 

Numbers of recruited volunteers have increased exponentially since I have joined Barking and 

Dagenham volunteer bureau. My enthusiasm led me to create a professional Facebook page, which 

now has in excess of 5600 active members, many of whom volunteering is something they had 

previously not considered, plus our Twitter page with over 460 followers. I always ensure that 

updates are posted regularly and that the many responses I receive are always answered promptly. 



Last year I agreed to become a Patron of the volunteer bureau, yet again highlighting my desire to 

promote volunteering. I am confident that I actively seek those who I know will not only grow 

personally; who will also make a positive difference to the lives of others and, further to this, 

encourage others for additional volunteering to take place. It has been incredible to hear about, and 

see the impact that our Facebook page has had on those using it in various countries; allowing them 

to develop their knowledge to not only improve volunteering but increase numbers also. I have been 

honoured to have received more awards since I joined the volunteer centre, namely in 2014 I 

gratefully received a Team London Award for volunteering from Boris Johnson, 2015 a Barking and 

Dagenham Borough Citizen Award, Public Sector Hero Award by Locality, for my work in Keeping it 

Local. Furthermore, I was immensely proud to become a Barking and Dagenham Authority Star 

Award Finalist and was ecstatic when nominated for a Halifax Bank Community Award. In March 

2016 I was presented with an Award from the London Mayor Boris Johnson M.P. at City Hall. The 

Award is a Team London Award awarded for Volunteering Commitment that has made a Difference 

to the Community of London. Last week I was again rewarded with a Volunteers Week The big 

Celebration award 2016 and in 2018 presented with the Freedom of the Borough award for my 

community work in Barking and Dagenham. To highlight and keep information for volunteers in one 

ǇƭŀŎŜ L ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ .ŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƎŜƴƘŀƳ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

use it a more comprehensive Service. I have also dedicated time to set up a partnership with 

homeless hostels and the bureau so that volunteering could be offered to homeless people 

equipping them with a social network, in addition to introducing volunteering to the early 

intervention team and all staff members of the housing advise teams of Barking and Dagenham 

Council. Additionally, I have set up a new partnership with the bureau and Barking and Dagenham 

College aiming to engage students in volunteering opportunities. To reach the wider audience for 

the last twelve months I have produced a weekly newsletter based on volunteering and community 

engagement, which is circulated to colleagues at work, posted on the Barking and Dagenham 

volunteer centre website and many other local groups, organisations and individuals pages on 

Facebook for everyone to enjoy, inspire to and attract new people to the world of volunteering. 

In 2017 a Soup Kitchen for the most needy street homeless and those on benefit sanctions was 

added to the partnership with the homeless hostels throughout Barking and Dagenham whereby I 

had to find a caterer, cooking facilities and sponsorship from John Samuels Estate Agents , however 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƎŜƴƘŀƳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŜƴǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ   

Donations of money have been received from local business in Dagenham together with food 

donations from, Tesco Stores PLC, Greggs, Bookers, Asda and most recently formed partnership 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛŘƭΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ ŦƻƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ 

the LBBD hostels homeless, street homeless and the elderly isolated, vulnerable and lonely residents 

on the volunteer centre database.  

Set up partnership working with London Unity Day to help our youth on the streets to tackle knife 

crime and through Paul Canoville Foundation with Conscious Enterprises to act as a consultant to 

oversee there football tournament project and  to recruit volunteers to through the Barking and 

Dagenham Volunteer Centre.  



Set up partnership working with Sandra Sutton and St Francis Hospice to recruit volunteers for their 

charity shops. 

 

Set up partnership working with Maria Rackley and SMILE London ςEssex a non profit charity 

partnership working to obtain donations for the residents staying at the homeless hostels of 

bedding, non perishable food, bedding and furniture. 

Set up partnership working with Antoinette Webber and Barking, Havering and Redbridge NHS Trust 

to recruit volunteers for Queens and King Georges Hospitals. 

Set up partnership working with Barking Football Club to provide transport to collect and deliver the 

surplus food to the homeless hostels.  

Seen membership grow on our social media Facebook page to over 5600 and Twitter page to 480 as 

our August 2018. Our ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǎŜŜǎ мллΩǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǘǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪΦ 

In summary so far.  

[ƛŦŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǘŜƴ /ŀƴŎŜǊ п ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлΩǎ 

and in October 2016 I was taken serious ill and told he was very lucky to be alive from suffering with 

ǇŀƴŎǊŜŀǘƛǘƛǎΩǎΣ ƭƛǾŜǊΣ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ōƭƻƻŘ ŎƭƻǘǘƛƴƎΣ Ǝŀƭƭ ōƭŀŘŘŜǊ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƻŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦǳǎƛƻƴΣ 

Volunteering during and after these traumas gave me a new focus to work on and also showed me 

that helping others gives great satisfaction and rewards, During all this my wife and family gave me 

the support and encouraged me in my Volunteering. Since joining the Volunteer Bureau I have 

concentrated on setting up relationships between the Private Sector and the Community/ Voluntary 

Sector which has improved the services they give to Residents.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

Honorary Freedom of the Borough 2018 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

Cllr Darren Rodwell, Leader of Barking and Dagenham Council 
2 August 2016 ·   
  

This afternoon I joined her Worshipful the Mayor, Cllr Eileen Keller as she received Joan 
Brandon, Jonathan Gildersleeve and members from the Volunteer Bureau, who presented 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ Ψtŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘΩ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΦ 
 
I am extremely proud of the work both Joan and Jon and their community of volunteers do 
to support people across the borough. 
 
 'Past and Present' was designed by Jon Gildersleeve, Jimmy Lee and Donna Dennis. 
 
 
  

In 2015 the Leader of Barking and Dagenham 

Council Darren Rodwell and Major of Barking 

and Dagenham Elizabeth Kangethe with Joan 

Brandon, Jon Gildersleeve and Lynne Hopkins 

from the Volunteer Bureau presented the council 

with a framed 'Jigsaw' to celebrate One Borough 

One Community. 'Jigsaw' was designed by Jon 

Gildersleeve and Donna Dennis. 

https://www.facebook.com/cllrdrodwell/
https://www.facebook.com/cllrdrodwell/photos/a.688450907837563.1073741826.538400716175917/1447228605293119/?type=3&permPage=1


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  


