Jon Gildersleeve
Journey through volunteering so far EARLY YEARS
My late parents were my inspiration on how and why I wanted
to be involved in volunteering. My dad had taught in a borstal
in his spare time and my mum was firstly a deputy head in
1975 at Grafton School Dagenham, followed by 15
years as a head teacher at Bentley COE School in Brentwood. Having played
football and given the chance to sign for West Ham United FC at 21, I settled to play
semi professional as a goalkeeper. I then set up and run my own mobile disco for
20 years until 1990.

Wanting to give something back to the community, I became a volunteer at a
children’s club in Rainham, and then a committee member involved in activities and
fundraising for four years. During this time, I became ill with cancer for three years,
and in 1995, decided to get involved in grassroots and senior football until 2014,
which saw best practice manuals being written for volunteers and parents and
endorsed by The English Football Association, two runner up Sports Personality
awards, Essex Football Association Volunteer Award, highly successful
goalkeeping school and fund raiser for £60,000 worth of grants.
COUNCIL DRIVER
In 1998. I secured a job as a special needs driver for Barking and Dagenham
Passenger Transport. In 2000 I was again diagnosed with cancer, but my job was
kept open and in 2001 I was made supervisor until 2011, when I transferred into
the Housing Advice Service section.
BARKING AND DAGENHAM VOLUNTEER CENTRE
In 2014 I left football and joined Joan Brandon and the Barking and Dagenham
Volunteer Centre. Since joining, I have dedicated a significant amount of my time
promoting the values of volunteering to all, demonstrating the passion in my heart for
volunteering.
I have also shown that residents of Barking and Dagenham care about their
community and are enthusiastic about volunteering. Although at times it can be an
onerous task, I take pride in publicising volunteering to residents, businesses, the
council, friends and family. Even after stressful days at work, I take great pleasure
and enjoyment in spending my weekends and evenings promoting volunteering.

Numbers of volunteers have increased exponentially since I joined Barking and
Dagenham volunteer bureau. My enthusiasm led me to create a Facebook page
which now has over 5.600 active members, many for whom volunteering is
something they had not previously considered. Our Twitter page has over 460
followers. I always ensure updates are posted regularly and that the many responses
I receive are answered promptly. Last year, I agreed to become a Patron of the
volunteer bureau, highlighting my desire to promote volunteering. I am confident that
I actively seek people I know will not only grow personally but will also make a
difference to the lives of others and, encourage others for additional volunteering to
take place. It has been incredible to hear about and see the impact our Facebook
page has had on people in various countries; allowing them to develop their
knowledge to not only improve volunteering but increase numbers also.
I have been honoured to receive more awards since I joined the volunteer centre. In
2014, I received a Team London Award for volunteering from Boris Johnson, 2015
a Barking and Dagenham Borough Citizen Award, Public Sector Hero Award by
Locality for my work in Keeping it Local.
Furthermore, I became a Barking and Dagenham Authority Star Award Finalist and
was ecstatic when nominated for a Halifax Bank Community Award. In March 2016, I
was presented with an award from the London Mayor, Boris Johnson at City Hall.
The Award is a Team London Award for Volunteering Commitment that has made a
difference to the community of London.
I was again rewarded with a Volunteers Week The big Celebration award 2016 and
in 2018 presented with the Freedom of the Borough award for my community work
in Barking and Dagenham. To highlight and keep information for volunteers in one
place I designed and set up Barking and Dagenham Volunteer centre’s website to
offer those who use it a more comprehensive service.
I dedicated time to set up a partnership with homeless hostels and the bureau so
that volunteering could be offered to homeless people, equipping them with a social
network, in addition to introducing volunteering to the early intervention team and
all staff members in Barking and Dagenham Council’s Housing Advice Team.
I have set up a new partnership with the bureau and Barking and Dagenham
College to engage students in volunteering opportunities. In the last twelve months, I
have produced a weekly newsletter on volunteering and community engagement,
circulated to colleagues and posted on the Barking and Dagenham volunteer centre
website and many other local groups, organisations and individuals pages on
Facebook to attract new people to the world of volunteering.
In 2017, a soup kitchen for the most needy street homeless and those on benefit
sanctions was added with the homeless hostels throughout Barking and Dagenham’

and I had to find a caterer, cooking facilities and sponsorship from John Samuels
Estate Agents, however the community didn’t let me down and the project opened in
January.
Donations of money have been received from local businesses, together with food
donations from, Tesco, Greggs, Bookers, Asda and most recently partnered with
Lidl’s to take their surplus food from three local branches to feed people in hostels,
the homeless, street homeless, elderly isolated, vulnerable and lonely residents
on the volunteer centre database.
I set up partnership working with London Unity Day to help youths on the streets to
tackle knife crime and through Paul Canoville Foundation with Conscious
Enterprises to act as a consultant to oversee their football tournament project and to
recruit volunteers through the Barking and Dagenham Volunteer Centre.
I set up partnership working with Sandra Sutton and St Francis Hospice to
recruit volunteers for their charity shops.
I worked in partnership with Maria Rackley and SMILE London – Essex, a non-profit
charity partnership working to obtain donations for residents staying at homeless
hostels of bedding, non-perishable food, and furniture.
I worked in partnership with Antoinette Webber and Barking, Havering and Redbridge
NHS Trust to recruit volunteers for Queens and King Georges Hospitals.

I set up a partnership with Barking Football Club to provide transport to collect
and deliver the surplus food to the homeless hostels.
We have seen membership grow on our Facebook page to over 5600 and Twitter to
480 by August 2018. Our website sees hundreds of hits worldwide each week.
In 2019, became Liaison Officer and fundraiser for Youth Unity Day held in the
Barking and Dagenham with Conscious Links acting as the go-between with the
council, gain sponsorship and recruit volunteers through Barking and Dagenham
Volunteer Centre. The event attracted 1500 people, two London Borough
Mayors and the Leader of Barking and Dagenham Council. The success of the
event has seen another one booked for London Borough of Havering in 2020.
In June 2020, I was tasked with putting together Barking and Dagenham Volunteer
Bureau’s contributions towards National Volunteer Week 2020. This was a
challenging project due to COVID 19 restrictions on social distancing, stopping many
organisations and volunteers from operating since March to showcase volunteering
here.
Starting with the Council Leader Darren Rodwell, I asked for his contribution
towards thanking volunteers in the local community which was captured on video.

The Mayor of Borough of Barking and Dagenham, Cllr Peter Chand was asked to
write to all volunteers thanking them and is available to download as a keepsake.
The chief executive of Barking and Dagenham Volunteer Bureau, Joan Brandon
gave an interview about volunteering and the importance of working together
and rewards of helping others.
Information was gathered from volunteers explaining their journey so far since
starting volunteering at a young age with some using it to overcome mental
health and lack of confidence to now following their dreams and career pathways.
Wanting to showcase homelessness and feature one person who never gave up
during their homeless experience to now volunteer in a hostel with another who had
donated clothes to the take up the position of donations coordinator together with an
interview with the Barking and Dagenham Volunteer Centre soup kitchen sponsor on
her reasons to help those on hard times.
To thank volunteers, a certificate was made available to download on social media
so every volunteer could print off their own individual copy as a thank you.
The task involved collecting information from various sources to share news from the
volunteering community to the wider audience, giving publicity and awareness
during National Volunteer Week 2020.

2020 - present
Dagenham and Redbridge Football Club appointed Jon Gildersleeve to be their
Appeal Promoter to give Barking and Dagenham Volunteer Bureau Get Together
Groups some Christmas Cheer.
We were able to provide 130 Christmas Parcels for elderly and vulnerable residents
of the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham.
Supported London Borough of Barking and Dagenham Job Shops to promote
vacancies, campaigns and events to residents of Barking and Dagenham using
social media platforms and signpost residents who are seeking work to access the
support offered by the JobShop.
Since his term of office London Borough of Barking and Dagenham Council Mayor
Councillor Peter Chand, Jon Gildersleeve has helped out in supporting and
advertising his charity events, promoting his work within the borough and
showcasing his year by linking events on social media platforms.

In summary ...
Life has been very difficult for me at times. I have fought and beaten cancer four
times and in October 2016 I was taken seriously ill and told I was very lucky to be
alive from suffering with pancreatitis’s, liver, kidney damage with blood clotting,
gall bladder removal and blood transfusion,
Volunteering during and after these traumas gave me a new focus to work on and
also showed me that helping others gives great satisfaction and rewards, During all
this, my wife and family gave me the support and encouraged. Since joining the
Volunteer Bureau, I have concentrated on setting up relationships between the
private sector and the Community Voluntary Sector which has improved the
services they give to residents.

Honorary Freedom of the Borough 2018

Cllr Darren Rodwell, Leader of Barking and Dagenham Council
2 August 2016 ·
This afternoon I joined her Worshipful the Mayor, Cllr Eileen Keller as she received Joan
Brandon, Jonathan Gildersleeve and members from the Volunteer Bureau, who
presented the council with a framed ‘Past and Present’ artwork.
I am extremely proud of the work both Joan and Jon and their community of volunteers do
to support people across the borough.
'Past and Present' was designed by Jon Gildersleeve, Jimmy Lee and Donna Dennis.

In 2015 the Leader of Barking and Dagenham
Council Darren Rodwell and Major of Barking
and Dagenham Elizabeth Kangethe with Joan
Brandon, Jon Gildersleeve and Lynne Hopkins
from the Volunteer Bureau presented the council
with a framed 'Jigsaw' to celebrate One Borough
One Community. 'Jigsaw' was designed by Jon
Gildersleeve and Donna Dennis.

